When the endotoxin content of ground beef was determined by direct serial dilution and by three-tube most-probable-number methods, the results were not significantly different, although the latter method provided more specific values for individual samples.
In a previous report, the Limulus amoebocyte lysate (LAL) test was shown to be a reliable method for determining the endotoxin content of ground beef and thus formed the basis for a 1-h test of the microbial quality of meats (2). Endotoxin content was determined by performing LAL analyses on serial dilutions of meat homogenates. The use of serial dilutions, however, limited values of endotoxins to exponential increments. For example, when the sensitivity of the LAL reagent to standardized endotoxin was 0.32 ng, the endotoxin content of meat by serial dilutions was 3.2, 32, or 320 ng/g for 10-', 10-2, and 10-3 dilutions, respectively. In an effort to more accurately determine the endotoxin content of meats, a comparison of LAL analyses by a direct serial dilution (DSD) procedure and by a three-tube most-probable-number (MPN) method has been made, and the results are presented in this report.
Ground beef samples were obtained and prepared as previously reported (2 
